
Attorney's, Bocket No. 5214P001R 


Patent / / . 


IN THE UNITED STATES -PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE l(£ 


"In re Application of: 

Kuriacose JOSEPH, et. al. 

Application No.: 09/672,523 

Filed: September 27, 2000 

For: A METHOD AND SYSTEM TO 
FACILITATE ORDERING OF AN 
ITEM (As Amended) 


Examiner; Kalinowski, Alexander G, 
Art Group: 2166 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
first class mail with sufficient postage in an envelope 
addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


on 


Aucust 23. 2002 


Date of Deposit 


Monioue M. Pearson 


Name of Person Mailing Correspondence 


Signatun 



Date 


Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
U Washington, DC 20231-9998 


1^ 


RESPONSE TO THE NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT (37 CFR 1.121) 

Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment mailed July 23, 2002, 
Applicants below set forth a marked-up version of the replacement paragraphs, as 
amended in the previously filed amendment. 

MARKED UP VERSION OF THE SPECIFICATION 

In the Specification: 

Beginning at column 1, line 1 the title has been amended and text has been added as follows: 

APPARi\TUS FOR TR.\NSMITTING .\ND 

RECEWI>JG EXECUT.\LE APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 


1 


SEP 1 0 2002 

GROUP 3600 


AS FOR A MULTIMEDL\ SYSTEM 

- - A METHOD AND SYSTEM TO FACILITATE ORDERING OF AN ITEM 
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

The present application is related to co-pending divisional reissue applications serial nos. 
09/903,457; 09/903,091; 09/903,448; and 09/903,458. The present apphcation is a reissue 
apphcation of US patent no. 5,819,034. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
(1) Field of the Invention - - 

: Before column 1, line 8, the following heading has been added: 

- - (2) Description of the Related Art - - 

Starting at column 3, line 1, the following amendments have been made: 
: - - BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a method of 

facilitating ordering of an item using a distributed computing system including at least one client 

and at least one server. An item is shown, described, or both, to a user via the cUent. The user is 

enabled to order the item by a single interaction with the cUent. hi response to the single 

interaction with the client, an order for the item is caused to be placed. 

According to a second aspect of the present invention there is provided a method of 
' facilitating ordering of an item that includes providing a client with information to show, 

describe, or both, an item to a user. The user is enabled to order the item by a single interaction 

with the client. 


According to a third aspect of the present invention, there is provided a computer system 
to order an item. The system includes a data processing system to show, describe, or to both 
show and describe, an item to a user. The cHent enables the user to order the item by a single 
interaction with the client and, in response to the single interaction, causes an order for the item 
to be placed. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention, there is provided a computer 
system to facilitate ordering of an item. The system includes a data source to provide a client 
with information to show, describe, or to both show and describe, an item to a user. The 
information source also provides the client with information to enable the user to order the item 
C i by a single interaction with the client. 

^ According to further aspects of the present invention, there are also provided machine- 

1^' ; readable medium embodying sequences of instructions that, when executed by a machine, cause 
\^ the machine to facilitate ordering of an item according to any one of the above methods. 

i. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention, there is provided a method of 
13 facilitating ordering using a distributing computer system including at least one cUent and at least 
j2 ^ one server. The method includes showing, describing, or both, an offering to a user via the 
client. The user is enabled to order the offering by a single interaction with the client, hi 
response to the single interaction with the client, an order relating to the offering is caused to be 
placed. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention there is provided a method 
including providing a client with information to show, describe, or to both show and describe, an 
offering to a user. The user is enabled to order the offering by a single interaction with the client. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention, there is provided a computer 
system that includes a data processing system to show, describe, or both, an offering to a user. 
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The computer system further includes a client to enable the user to order the item by a single 
interaction with the cUent and, in response to the single interaction, to cause an order for the 
offering to be placed. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention there is provided a computer system 
that includes a data source to provide a client with information to show, describe, or both, an 
offering to a user. The computer system further includes an information source to provide a 
client with information to enable the user to order the offering by a single interaction with the 
client. - - 

Tho invontoro propooo a distributed computing oyotom in v/hioh a oor>^or computer 
r xontinuouoly producoo a data otroam. Thio data otroam acta a maoa otorago dcvico for the client 
■f. computoro roooiving it. Thia data otroam ropotiti\^ e ly includoQ data roprooonting a diotributed 
fy computing application in which tho client computer may participato, including o xocutablo code 
!^ and data. A tronoport mochaniom, including a high opood, ono woy^ communication path, carries 

•an r 

;^ tho data otroam from tho Gor\^or to tho cUont. Tho chcnt rocoivos tho data stream, o^ctracto the 
% diotributod computing r e prooontativo data and oxocutoo tho diotributod computing application. 

' In accordanco with principloo of tho prooont invention, a diotnbutod computer oyotom 

^ compriooo a oourco of a continuous data otroam ropotitivoly including data roprooonting a 

diotributod computing application and a client computer, rocoiving tho data otroam, for oxtracting 
tho diotributod computing application roprooontativo data from tho data otroam, and oxoouting th e 
oxtractod distributed computing application. 

hi g diotributod computing o>'otom according to tho im^ontion, tho oliont oomputor o>'otom 
need not include all tho rooourco o , in particular, main momory and mass storago, nccoooap/ to 
perform tho entire program. Inotoad, no maoo otorago io roquirod bocauoo tho data otream 
providoo tho fimction of tho mass otorago do\acc, and tho main momor>' roquiromont io modest 
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bocauoo only tho currontly oxoouting portion of tho program nood bo otorod in momory. Whon 
the curronth/ executing portion has complotod, ito momor>^ apaco io frocd up, and tho next 
oxoouting portion io oxtraotod from tho data atroam, otorod in tho frood mcmor>^ opaoo, and that 
portion begins execution. 

In addition, a diatributod computing oyatom according to tho prooont invention allowo the 
usor of tho oliont computer to havo the option participating in tho diotributod computing taolc. If 
it is dcairod to participate, tho cliont computor oxtracto tho data roproocnting the diotributed 
computing apphcation. ao doacribod abovo. If it io dooirod not to participate, the data otroam io 
merely ignored, and tho procoosing dooirod by tho uoor, or none at all, io porformcd. Such a 
i; diotributod computing gyotom also allowo each participating cliont computor to join th e 

I? distributed computing function at any timo and to prococd at ito own paco in pGrforming ito o\to 

\ ■ 

computing function. 

^ A diotributed computing oyotom according to the prooont invention io particularly 

:^ amenable to interactivo appUcationo bocauoo it allowo a viewer to tune into an intoraotivo TV 
1^ channel at any timo, join in tho interactivity whonovor dooirod (or not at all), and allowo all the 
■ vioworo to proceed at their different paceo. Thio io oopocially advantagoouo in an onvironment 

when on interactivo commoroial, with ito ow^n oxeoutable code and data, may bo prosentod within 

an interactiv e program, or whon th e viewer wiohes to chang e chann e ls. 

Column 3, line 55 has been amended as follows: 

- - BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS - - In tho drawing: 

Before column 3, line 65, the foUowmg heading has been added: 
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- - DETAILED DESCRIPTION - - 


Coluinn^4, line 35 has been amended as follows: 
- - CLAIMS - - what is claim e d is: 


The paragraph beginning at line 18, colunrn 4 has been amended as follows: 

- Client computers 24 and 26 also interact with their users, (not shown in order to 

simplify the drawing). In addition, client computers 24 and 26 are bidirectionally coupled to the 

central processing facility 60. Such links are optional, however. The only requirements for any 
r client computer 20 are is a way to interact with a user, and a connection to the transport 
ip mechanism 30. Links to local computers, auxiliary data processing systems, and the central 
\U processing facility 60 are all optional, and need not be present in every one of the cUent 

computers 20. - 


The paragraph beginning at line 66, column 7 has been amended as follows: 

1^ ' 

— For example, the distributed computing system illustrated in may be part of a 
widespread corporate computing system, and the server 10 may be located at a central location of 
that corporation. The client computer 22 may be located at a remote location, and the local 
computer 40 may be coupled to the personal computer network at that location. Workers at that 
location may store shared data (e.g. financial information) on the server connected to that 
network. The distributed computing function may include gathering local financial data fi^om the 
client computers at the remote locations, processing that financial data and returning overall 
financial results to the cUent computers. In such an application, the executable code executing on 
the client computer 22 accesses the data fi'om the local computer 40 (either from its attached 
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mass storage 70 or through the network) through the I/O port, and sends it to the server computer 
10 through the central processing facility 60. The server computer 10 continues its processing 
based on' the information received from client computer 22 (and other client computers 20), and 
returns the results of that processing to the client computers 20 either through the central 
processing facility 60 or via the data stream on the transport mechanism 30. -- 


The paragraph beginning at Une 26, column 14 has been amended as follows: 

-- A client computer 22 in a distributed computing system as illustrated in FIG. 1 does not 

need a mass storage device, or nor a large amount of RAM 212. Such a system decreases the cost 
e ; of a client computer, and increases the fiinctionaUty of the lower cost chent computers, hi 
§ : addition, such a cUent computer has the option of participating in a distributed computing 

k : function, may join in the distributed computing function at any time (or may drop out and return 

hp : 

j'^ later), and may participate at its own pace. 


•/hi 


IN THE ABSTRACT 

The abstract has been amended as follows: 

- - A method to facilitate ordering of an item utiUzing a distributed computing system, 
which includes at least one chent and at least one server, includes showing, describing, or both, 
an item to a user via the client. The user is enabled to order the item by a single interaction with 
the chent. In response to the single interaction with the cUent, an order for the item is caused to 
be placed. - - 

A diotributod computor oyotom, as for tranomitting and rocoi\'ing oxooutablo multimedia 
applications, includes a oouroo of a continuous data otroam ropotitivoly tranoforring data 
rcprooonting a distributod computing application and a client computor, rocoiving the data otroam. 


for e xtracting th e distribut e d computing application repr e s e ntativ e data from th e data s tr e am, and 
e x e cuting th e e xtracted distributed computing application. 

If there are any additional charges, please charge Deposit Account No. 02-2666. 
If a telephone interview would in any way expedite the prosecution of the present 
appUcation, the Examiner is invited to contact Andre Marais at (408) 947-8200. 


Respectfully subnoitted, 

Blakely, Sokoloff, Taylor & Zafman LLP 



Andre L. Marais 




Reg. No. 48,095 


12400 Wilshire Blvd. 
\% . Seventh Floor 
if : Los Angeles, CA 90025-1026 
|y (408)947-8200 
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